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British Columbia’s Khutzeymateen Grizzlies

Instructional Photography Tour 2010

Get ready for the instructional photography
tour experience of a lifetime!

Join ‘Outdoor Photography Canada’s columnist, and feature
photographer, Kelly Funk on a photographic journey of
British Columbia’s amazing Khutzeymateen Grizzly bears.

Your adventure begins with a full day of in-depth professional instruction in the quaint
and historic city of Prince Rupert, BC, followed by three incredible days in one of the most
pristine and untouched wilderness havens in the world; all while capturing the beauty

of these iconic and powerful creatures. Amidst the spectacular natural scenery of the
area, you will be equipped with all the tools

and trade secrets required to ensure you leave
this experience with world-class Grizzly bear
imagery. The tour starts with a day of professional
instruction and preparation, covering topics such
as basic technical knowledge, the use of creative
approaches, the elements of storytelling and an
overview of portrait, environmental portrait and
behavioral wildlife photography. You will also
learn how to get the best possible images of these
animals while working from a 19 zodiac. All levels
of photographers are welcome on this program.
We will focus on digital and Im SLR camera
systems, although point and shoot camera users
will bene t tremendously as well.
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British Columbia’s
Khutzeymateen Grizzlies

Instructional Photography Tour 2010

The Khutzeymateen Valley is Canada s only Grizzly Bear Sanc-
tuary. This 39,000-hectare valley lies 40 kilometers (25 miles)
northeast of Prince Rupert on the British Columbia coast. It
supports a robust ancient trilogy of grizzly bears, spawning
salmon, and mammoth Sitka spruce trees. In 1992, after years
of effort by several individuals and organizations, such as

the Valhalla Society, the Khutzeymateen Valley was declared
Canadas rst Grizzly Bear Sanctuary by the B.C. government.

This area is home to an estimated 40 - 60 grizzlies that depend
on the rich valley for their existence, with its dense rainforest,
river mouth estuary, and open fjord. It also attracts wolves,
migrating geese, ducks, harbor seals, beavers, wolves, and
otters, as well as Orcas and humpback whales. The water-
shed also supports over 100 species of birds including owls,
grouse, shore birds, hummingbirds, swifts, woodpeckers, and
king shers. Uninhabited by humans, there are no roads, vil-
lages or campsites, making this valley pure wilderness and the
perfect habitat for the grizzly bear. To explore this magni cent
valley, we will use an Ocean 71 ketch, the Ocean Light Il as
our base, and then travel by motorized in atable to the estuary
to safely observe and photograph these mighty animals.

The Grizzly Bear

Grizzly bears. The name conjures up images of a huge pow-
erful beast, signifying wild lands and freedom. Being highly
intelligent and curious mammals, grizzly bears selectively feed
on various high protein plants such as green sedge grasses,
lupine roots, and the broad leaves of skunk cabbage, all of
which the valley has an abundance to offer.

The grizzly bear de nes wilderness for us. The bears repre-
sent the wild side of our nature and how things used to be.
Although the Grizzly can be dangerous and unpredictable,
the Khutzeymateen Grizzly is teaching us that they have been
misrepresented. They are intelligent and show many human
characteristics, our knowledge and understanding continues
to grow.

Today the grizzly bears and their habitat the Khutzeymateen
Valley are protected from dangers caused by increasing
numbers of tourists. The Ocean Light Il and her crew are ap-
proved and licensed by the B.C. government to guide tours in
the region.
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2010 Tour Dates & Prices

Dates: May 14-19, 2010 |
Price Details: $2925.00 CDN all-inclusive from Prince Rupert.

This includes $150 Park fee, GST, two nights accommodation DATES:

in Prince Rupert, return charter ight between Prince Rupert

and the Khutzeymateen Valley and three full days on the Ocean May 14'19’ 2010
Light Il. NOTE: Payment schedule and cancellation policies are

included in this brochure. PRICE:

$2,925.00 ©*

Number of Participants: Max. 7

Number of Professional Guides: 2

What's Included? e
. . . . ALBERTA
The services of a fully quali ed skipper, guide, cook and crew COLUMBIA

Air charter from Prince Rupert to the Khutzeymateen Valley return

Edmonton

Two nights accommodations in Prince Rupert

Photographic instruction while in Prince Rupert and
during the three days in the Khutzeymateen

Calgary

All meals as listed on the itinerary
(B = Breakfast; L = Lunch; D = Dinner)

What’s Not?

Gratuities for Ocean Light Il staff if you wish.

Transportation between your home and
Prince Rupert, BC

Personal belongings and equipment as per Clothing
& Equipment List

Meals prior to day 3, with the exception of breakfasts
Excess baggage charges

Any extra personal expenses incurred because of
weather, logistical delays, or delayed departures
of chartered or scheduled aircraft.

Kelly. Funk
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Accommodation

Accommodation. While in Prince Rupert (nights of May

14 and May 15) we will be staying at the Eagle Bluff Bed &
Breakfast, a quaint historic building that sits on a dock along
the shoreline. Please be aware that your rooms are already
booked at the Eagle Bluff and you have no need to contact
them in advance. However, if you are planning to arrive in
Prince Rupert prior to May 14 or stay there on May 20 or
beyond and are looking for accommaodation, please feel free to
contact them.

Eagle Bluff Bed & Breakfast Contact: Mary Allen Phone: 250-
627-4955 or 1-800-833-1550 Email: eaglebed@citytel.netAd-
dress: 201 Cow Bay Road, Prince Rupert, BC

While in the Khutzeymateen we will be staying on the Ocean-
light Il sailboat, a 71-foot ketch.

Please be aware that you may be asked to share a room in the
Eagle Bluff or on the Oceanlight II. This will be dependent on
the make-up of the group (e.g., the number of couples attend-
ing, etc)

Itinerary and instruction
Day 1

Arrive in Prince Rupert on May 14. We will meet at approx.
5:00 pm for dinner and introductions.

Day 2 B

We will spend approx. a half -day in a classroom environment
on the 15" discussing everything from basic technical and
creative approaches, to details in relation to wildlife photog-
raphy in general, and nally the actual photographing of the
Grizzlies in their environment. Please note that it is dif cult to
instruct while working with the bears, so most instruction will
take place before and after venturing into the estuary on the
zodiac, although opportunities for instruction on the boat will
present themselves.

The remainder of the day will be spent with Q & A, and then
free time to see the city or practice the lessons.

Day 3 B/L/D

The trip to the Khutzeymateen begins in the coastal commu-
nity of Prince Rupert. An early morning oat plane ight from
the Seal Cove oatplane dock takes you to the Ocean Light Il
and her crew who wait at the head of the Khutzeymateen Inlet.
After unloading we immediately head into the estuary for a full
day of opportunistic photography.

Days 4 and 5 B/L/D

The daily itinerary will remain exible so that we can maxi-
mize bear viewing opportunities. Depending on the tides, our
time ashore will nd us in some area of the estuary viewing
what could be any number of animals, but focusing on Grizzly
bears. At dusk, after the evening s activities, you will return to
the boat to enjoy a hot drink and dinner while re ecting on the
day s events.

Day 6 B

The oatplane will arrive in the morning for your return trip to
Prince Rupert.

Please be advised that there is a slight possibility that the
charter ight may be delayed due to adverse weather condi-
tions, and you should therefore make connecting airline reser-
vations that can be changed with little or no penalty.
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About the Trip

The Boat. The Ocean Light Il is an Ocean 71 ketch and is
thought by many to be the perfect B.C. Coast charter yacht.
With fourteen Atlantic crossings, the Ocean Light Il has the
pedigree and comfort to make any sailing experience with her
one to remember. It has a spacious, well-maintained interior
of mahogany, authentic Douglas r and white enamel.

The layout offers 5 separate guest cabins that are off from

the rest of the yacht. A berth will be assigned to each person
upon arrival. There are two heads, a shower and the interior is
all newly remodeled. The main salon located below deck is a
spacious 14 x 17, which seats twelve comfortably while still
leaving space to move about freely. There is ample deck space
and she is very comfortable under sail. Ocean Light Il features
all of the extras expected: 19 hard bottom in atable, six kay-
aks as well as an extensive library for your enjoyment.

The Guides & Crew. Skippers Tom Ellison and Chris Tulloch
have 47 years of combined coastal sailing experience. They
have introduced the coast of B.C. to hundreds of people,
young and old. Assisting as crew, guide, and cook is Jenn
Broom. She has worked on the coast for many years and will
make you feel at home aboard the Ocean Light II. On selected
trips Sarah, Tom and Jenn s 13-year-old daughter, will also be
on board. Ocean Light Il Adventures and her crew continually
contribute a tremendous amount to the conservation of our
endangered wilderness areas.

Meals. We take special care in preparing nutritious and deli-
cious meals. All meals will be prepared aboard the sailboat
and will include fresh seafood, homemade soups, breads and
salads. Wine is served with dinner, and you may bring your
own drinks to be consumed in moderation and only when the
anchor is down for the night. We will not tolerate excessive
drinking on our vessel. Clients have the option to assist in
food gathering and meal preparation. If you have particular
dietary restrictions, please let us know well in advance.

What About the Weather? Weather along the coast in the
spring can be variable. The heavy rains and fog, which are re-
sponsible for the large stands of spruce and cedar, fall primarily
during winter months. One should expect the variety of weather
that creates the many moods for which this area is noted. Come
prepared for cold, wet weather and perhaps a morning frost.
When the sun comes out, as it often does you will be presently
surprised. Hot, sunny days are common as well.

Safety. Your safety while participating in this expedition is of
our prime concern. The guides are well trained in wilderness

rst-aid techniques and are very experienced in the environ-
ment. Ultimately your guide makes decisions with your com-
fort and safety in mind, yet tries to maximize the experience
of the adventure for each individual. We stress that listening
carefully to instructions and directions given by the guide is
your ultimate responsibility and in the best interest of yourself
and the group.

Logistics, Details, & Policies

We have prepared the following information for you to help
organize your end of the trip and assist in maximizing your
experience.

Kelly Funk
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Traveling to/from Prince Rupert

If You re Flying. Air Canada 1-800-247-2262 offers daily ser-
vice to Prince Rupert. Hawk Air 1-800-487-1216 offers better
prices and one-way fares. Please note: The airport in Prince
Rupert is situated on an island. To get to the mainland, there
is a bus that will board a ferry and take you to the main airport
of ce at the Highliner Inn. The same service is available to
get to the airport for departure. Check in 2 hours prior to your
ight time. The bus/ferry service is complimentary.

If You re Driving. From Vancouver, take Hwy 1 to Cache
Creek; turn off to Hwy 9 to Prince George, then Hwy 16 from
Prince George to Prince Rupert. The driving time is approxi-
mately 20 hours.

If You re Arriving By Ferry. BC Ferries offers service from
Port Hardy on Vancouver Island 1-888-223-3779.

Traveling to/from The Ocean Light Il

You will travel to/from the Ocean Light Il by charter oatplane.
Please have the majority of your gear packed in a soft duffel
bag for the charter ight. Have a warm jacket and rain gear
available and wear shoes (or boots) that you don t mind get-
ting wet (e.g., when disembarking from the oatplane).

Charter Flight Meeting Time. Please meet at 6:30 am at the
Seal Cove oatplane dock. Your ight is scheduled to leave
at 7:00 am with Inland Air; however, it may leave earlier if all
group members have arrived. Eagle Bluff B & B will be up-
dated on changes to ight times.

Special Airport Drop Off. If you want to book your departure for
the early ight out of Prince Rupert, you have the option of get-
ting the oatplane to drop you directly at the airport. This saves
you the hassle of the bus/ferry transport and the early check in
time. Inland Air charges approximately $50 for the extra drop.

If you wish to do this you must notify Inland Air before you vy
into the Khutzeymateen and pay for this extra charge. There
may be a few on the trip who wish to do it and then the price
per person comes way down. Weather permitting you will 'y
out of the Khutzeymateen at approximately 8:30 am.

Accommodation During the Trip

On Board the Ocean Light II. Each person has a berth as-
signed upon arrival. There are three double cabins with single
beds and two double cabins with double beds.

In Vancouver. Coast Vancouver Airport Hotel (604-263-1555,
or toll-free from Canada and the USA 1-800-663-1144).

Baggage Weight Limits & Extra
Gear

The maximum weight for personal baggage is 50 Ib. per per-
son, including camera gear. If the total group weight is over
limit for the oatplane, the group will have to pay to hire a sec-
ond plane. If you are traveling before or after the trip please
arrange to leave extra baggage at your hotel in Vancouver.

Please pack all your gear in a soft duf e bag, no hard lug-
gage please.

Payment Schedule

A deposit of $500.00 CAD is due at time of booking. Balance
of full payment is due 90 days prior to trip date. Cheques can
be made payable to:

Kelly Funk-Natural Wonders Photography
#15-2084 Robson Place. Kamloops, BC, V2E 2M6

Kelly Funk
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More than 90 days prior to tour. Deposit less $200 CAD.
90 days to 46 days prior to tour. 50% of trip cost.
45 days or less prior to tour. No refund.

NOTE: We highly recommend that you take trip cancellation
insurance. It costs approximately 7% of the trip price and
covers you for most cancellations. We recommend M.H. Ross
Travel Insurance (1-800-423-3632 or www.tripinsurance.com)
or ask your travel agent for other options.

Camera Information Bring plenty of memory cards and/or Im
as the images will be something you will not see again and the
area is exceptionally photogenic. Polarizers are often used when
shooting on water and warming Iters may also be desired to
enhance certain subjects. Tripods are also invaluable when pho-
tographing wildlife and are therefore strongly recommended.
The boat has regular household outlets (120V) for charging
batteries and laptop computers.

The following is a list of the clothing and equipment you will
need on your expedition. It is of utmost importance that you
follow this list accurately for your own comfort and well being.
The proper preparation is a vital factor in an expedition s suc-
cess. When selecting your clothing, keep in mind the following
principles about staying warm and dry:

Layering. It is very effective to wear layers of clothing to stay
warm, as the air trapped between the layers acts as an insula-
tor. Layering also allows you to regulate your

Body heat by adjusting the number of layers, depending on the
temperature and your activity level. There are 3 main layers:
Transfer which is the layer next to your skin; Insulating which
is the main warmth layer(s); and, Protective which is the outer
layer to protect you from wind, rain, and other elements.

Keeping Dry. Wetness increases the loss of body heat and is
uncomfortable, so its important to stay as dry as possible.
Some clothing is hydrophobic, and therefore, stays dry (i.e.,
synthetics such as polypropylene, polyester, capilene, and
natural bres such as wool and silk). Clothes made of these
materials make great expedition clothing. Be careful of other
materials (e.g., cotton and down), because they are absorbent
and stay wet. Also, avoid overdressing as it can cause excess
perspiration and therefore wetness. Please pack your gear
according to the following list keeping in mind that storage
space aboard the Ocean Light Il is limited. Please try to keep

British Columbia’s Khutzeymateen Grizzlies
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gear to a minimum  remember it is a 3-day trip. The maxi-
mum weight for personal baggage is 50 Ib. per person, includ-
ing camera gear. If you will be traveling at either end of your
trip we suggest that you leave any extra clothes and items at
your hotel (this clothing list was designed for an 3-day stay on
the Ocean Light Il and does not include casual wear which you
may want in Prince Rupert).

Please pack all your gear in one medium size, soft duffel
bag. No hard luggage please.

Footwear:

1 Pair Shoes for boat use ONLY  lightweight runner, deck
shoes or sandals (with non-marking sole)

1 Pair Rubber Boots knee high (if possible)

2 Pairs Wool or thermal socks NOTE: Hiking boots are NOT
needed for this trip

Headwear/Hand wear:

1 Wool or pile ( eece) hat

1 Sun hat or visor

1 Rain hat

1 Pair Warm, waterproof gloves

Upper Body:

2 T-shirts  long or short sleeve

1 Light wool or eece pullover/sweaters
2 Heavier wool/ eece pullover/jackets

1 Lightweight/compact wind jacket

Lower Body:

1 Pair Shorts

2 Pair Pants (1 wool or pile) 1 Pair Long underwear
capilene

? Pair Underwear

e.g.,

Outerwear:

1 Rain Jacket
1 Pair Rain Pants

Please ensure this outerwear/rainwear will keep you dry for
long periods in the heavy rain.

kfunk@telus.net 250.377.4054 250.320.4055






